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Mass. sets national course

Local health plan
provides model for
congressmnal effort .

.+, BYMARKHOLLMER

As of t}us week, the bill has 10 -co-
sponsors in the 8. Senate and 28 in
the House, mcludmg leg151at0rs from
New York, California, Texas, Maine
and elsewhere. Kennedy, Sen. John Ker-
ry and Reps. Barney Frank, John Tiemey
and William Delahunt launched the ef-
fort earlier this vear.
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Plan. The FPHE, a. 10-y
gram, is. “the model for the
for which Bartlett has served as an ad-

viser.
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The ‘bill,; known as the Cormmercial
Tndustry Health. Care Cover-
has bee.n referred to

bor'and eﬁémns, whlch Ken-

states the. ablli'y'to pursue grants of
up to. $200,000 a, year for two years,

to research and -develop health care

COVErage plans After that, the states.
‘would be eligible for $2 million a year

forupto two years.to launch the health
plan and, $3 million annually for up to
, admlnlster the effort. Ad-
ditional money could follow if a given
state’s fishing’ industry were to face
economic hardships.
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‘Flshmg fam:lleshave health
care insurance nsks that .
drive price‘s.up. And there
iS no tradltmnal emplnyeel
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The FPHP was launched 10 years
ago and was first pmposed by the Mas-
sachusetts Fisherman’s Partnership, a
coalition of- 18 fishérmen’s associations.
Running now. on $4 million in annual
state subsidies, the FPHP covers about
2,000 individuals throughout -coastal
Massachusetts,  Bartlett said. It has
reduced the number of uninsured Bay
State fishermen to 13 percent from 43 I
percent. .
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